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Abstract

This study aimed to shed light on the question words in the Kurdish language according to the
G.B theory, which consists of two sections, conclusions and a list of references. The first section
is devoted to the theoretical background and other studies which are relevant to question words
in the Kurdish language. In the second section, the transformations are divided into two types,
optional transformation and obligatory transformation. In both situations, scientific and approval
examples are given, which indicates that obligatory transformation exists in the Kurdish language
as in the English language with some differences. The most important finding in this study is that

.obligatory (syntactic) transformation applies to the Kurdish language

Key Words: transformation, question words, interrogative sentence, obligatory transformation,

.optional transformation
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Abstract

Natural potential for tourism development in the Raparin administration

Natural resources play a main role in the development of tourism in any region. This research is
entitled “ Natural potential for tourism development in the Raparin administration.” The aim is to
identify and analyze the natural resources and issues in front of the development of tourism in the
Raparin administration. Although there are many different natural resources for the development
of tourism in the study area, many problems are obstacles to the development of tourism in the
research area, especially the lack of tourism services and poor roads. To achieve the goal of the
study, both principled and analytical methods were used with each of its programs (ArcGIS V.\ +,0)
and (Google Earth). In order to present the natural principles and how these principles affect the
development of tourism in the study area, which is presented through various tables, maps, and
pictures. Finally, the study reached a number of results: The most important of these is the region’s
borders with the Islamic Republic of Iran, Erbil province, and Dukan and Sharbazher districts
of Sulaimaniyah province, although the Raparin administration has several different tourism
principles that have made it an attraction for tourists, At the end, several recommendations were
presented to solve the problems and plan the future of the Raparin administration. This will lead to
an increase in the number of tourists and the development of the tourism sector in the study area.

Keywords: Raparin administration, natural resources, kinds of tourism, problems in tourism
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:ABSTRACT

Violence is a critical topic in Human sciences. Numerous researchers have investigated the phenomena
of violence since the beginning of sociology. Domestic violence is a widespread phenomenon in various
societies, and it occurs in every society; there is no community that does not have this phenomenon.
Sociologists have attempted to identify the reasons (causes) of having of domestic violence through
their research, with some believing that violence happens for political, cultural, economic, and social
reasons, including media and technological improvements. The researcher attempted to highlight
the most prominent theories and sociologists who have made significant contributions to this field.
This research focused on six theoretical perspectives on domestic violence, including functional
structure theory, social education, symbolic interaction, conflict, economic, and cultural perspectives.
Theoretically, this study attempted to identify the causes and factors of domestic violence and then
.provide the findings and conclusions

.Keywords: domestic violence, family, social theory
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The Duty of Public Relations in Political Marketing

Summary

This is a research with the title of (The Duty of Public Relations in Political Marketing), and it has given
importance to identifying the duties which are given more care by the public relations of the political
factions for the political marketing of the political factions, this research is an effort to make it clear
and learn that the public relations have managed to work for the political factions’ objectives on a high
level, and to what extent the political factions have embodied their public relations in the political

marketing, the purpose of the research is specifying the level of implementing the public relations
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duties within the political factions and knowing the mechanism of performing public relations duties
for the political marketing of the political factions and showing the issues that create obstacles in front
of implementing public relations duties of the political factions, this is a descriptive research, where the
researcher relied on the surveying measures through questionnaire forms, the research bodies of the
three political factions of ( Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, Kurdistan Democratic Party and the Change
bureaus and chambers of (1) Movement), and the samples of the research is taken from the cadres of
cadres with various ranks, and the most important results Y4A the political factions whose numbers are
that the researcher has come up with in the research, although the public relations have significant
roles to realize the goals of the political factions, however; the public relations of the political factions
have not been able to work on the social and national feeling of responsibility on the mass. The public
relations of the political factions are not working their duties as required, sometimes they work on
the duties of (Interpretation, persuasion, evaluation, documentation and facilitation ), although they
have given importance to the media within their duties, the public relations in their duties of political
marketing on the mass, political institutions and political marketing and the tools of using the means
of mass relations and political output, mainly relied on the media duties to convince and attract the
mass, little training courses for the cadres of the public relations sections for obtaining appropriate
background for practising their professions are important factors which have become obstacles in front

.of implementing the public relations duties
Keywords: public relations, political marketing, level of implementation, public relations, training

courses
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The role of Smartphone Applications in Activating Aitizen Journalism In
The Kurdistan Region

Abstract:

In this study, the researcher tries to find the relationships between social media applications and
platforms such as platform technology, applications and smartphone apps, which have facilitated the
emergence and played a role in the activation and development of citizen journalism in the Kurdistan
Region. The research was conducted through a descriptive method through a survey by distributing
Y-+ forms among citizen journalism as the research example. which is filled out through V¢V forms,

The impact of these technologies is surveyed through several issues, including: the use of smartphone
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applications, whether the use of applications is considered complementary to the process of producing
media content, the relationship between (academic level) and the use of smartphone applications.
The data on these issues were statistically analyzed. The results showed that the use of smartphone
applications has played a role in activating citizen journalism by achieving (use it alot) in (%1-,0) and the
use of these applications has the criterion of (use it a lot) as an indicator of the completion of the media
production process (%AV,YY) and (%YV¢,-0) in the field of (photography and publishing), and (%10,01)
in the field of (video editing and publishing) in smartphone applications, benefited. As academic level;
bachelor’s degree holders scored the highest percentage (%¢Y,AY), followed by basic degree holders
(%¢,+A). and the lowest, which explains that the higher the academic level, the better users can benefit
from these applications. The recommendations of this study are to attract the attention of the media
to this style of journalism and request the relevant parties to further promote them through courses,
training, facilitation and confidence in citizen journalists.

Keywords: platform technology, applications, smartphones, scientific field, citizen journalism
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Summary

This study aims to identify the technical aspects of the content topics in the production of the TV feature
for the Kurdish satellite channels. The researchers used the descriptive approach and the content analysis
satellite channels (TV features broadcasted on (Rudaw and KurdistanY¢ (¥+) method for the contents of
and after analyzing the content of the sample, the study ,Y-Y¥/7/\ till Y+YV/V/V during the period from
reached several results, the most important of which are: The most important topics of the posters
presented in the two channels are (real-life story narrator and interviews about types of work), then
(lifestyle). And (good living), the results of the analysis showed that the majority of the characters for the

topics of the personality that were presented in the two channels were ordinary people, then the artistic
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personality. The results also showed the different types of TV camera movements in the production of the
features and showed that the (cut) effects got the largest ratio between the other transitions, and finally
.the results showed that (the angle of view) is the most used among all types of angles

Content of feature ,Y¢ Key words: Features, Production, Feature Production, Rudaw and Kurdistan

.production
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Abstract

Tawq Al-Hamamabh is a book that written by Ibn Hazm on love and for love. It is a literary book that
combines poetry and prose, And it contain stories. He often cites a story appropriate to the topic of the
door and begins with the word (khabar), to tell us a story that he lived through himself or transmitted
from trustworthy people, and in which he is one of the most responsive to the feelings of others. How
did Ibn Hazm choose his characters, and does the cultural heritage have a role in that? How does a
person fall in love? Do we fall into it, or do we walk to it with steady steps? What does this have to do

with customs and traditions?

key words:The cultural dominant, Ibn Hazm, Tawq Al-Hamamah characters
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Crises and opportunities for transformation in the Iraqi economy (19582021-)
Abstract

This research paper sheds light on the problematic that with every crisis there appears an opportunity for
reform and transformation for the better. This has been proven by the experiences of many developing
and developed countries, but why did the Iraqi economy not confirm this trend and this logic despite
the many crises and the multiplicity of opportunities? And The aims research to shed light on the most
important historical points of crises and the failure of the macroeconomic policy to shift from crises to
building a more stable economic structure, and It concluded that Iraq, despite the accurate diagnostic
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analyzes during the economic notes on Iraq issued by international and local scientific institutions
and bodies, it missed many and great opportunities before and after the 2003 occupation, and the
failure of policies and mechanisms to transform crises into real development opportunities to build an
economic structure that has the ability to Rapid response to crises, In this context, the research ended
with recommendations, including the improvement of Iraqs performance in the indicators of good
governance, especially in the field of government effectiveness and good management, and reaching an
acceptable level among the international and Arab community, and this requires the development of
human capacities and the eradication of corruption from its roots and attention to the private sector as
well, which can play A role in promoting diversification of revenue sources and increasing employment
opportunities, by driving innovation and economic activity in untapped sectors and encouraging real
competition in strategic and medium-term projects.

Key words: crises, economic transformation, oil rents, the Iragi economy
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Abstract

This study explores the relationship between journalists and their sources particularly the poli-
tician’s news sources. The study attempts to highlight the nature relationship between that two
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in consequence to public sphere in the region. The study’s finding is that there is a large degree of
interplay between these parts, an outdome that strengthens the findings of previous research in
this field. The conclusions are also support recent research arguing that the certain variables such
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Keywords: Relationship bewteen Journalists, politicians Source, objectivity,

Recieved: 11/11/2022
Accepted: 19/12/2022

E-ISSN: 2790525-X Vay
P-ISSN: 27905268



el $ogaisaliS 5 ailinsaygS (535S \g

Introduction

The differentiation between journalists and politicians and the nature of the relationship between them has
become the one of the most controversial issues in the political communication sphere. Despite the different
roles and interests’ journalists and politicians have in society, they also have mutual interests. This situation

shapes their relationship in the form of a circular loop.

Politicians need the publicity the media provides and journalists need information from politicians in order to
inform the people. Each side needs the other so as to improve its professional interest. They have to cooperate
with and support each other. Gans views this relationship as symbiotic: ‘the relationship between sources and
journalists resembles a dance, for sources seek access to journalists, and journalists seek access to sources,
although it takes two to tango’ (1980:116). However, there are those in each group who see the necessity of

reconsidering the nature of this relationship and developing a suitable mechanism for the sake of the public.

Regardless of that, the relationship should be one of reciprocal rights between politicians and journalists based
on a commitment to those rights and to the citizen, more than on a commitment towards each other. The
balance in the relationship relies on how completely they control their own and each other’s resources and

interests.

This paper will examine the nature of the relationship between politicians and journalists, the gap between
them, and whether they really are “frenemies. Additionally, other questions will be asked. Can a journalist who
has been a friend to a politician then criticise him/her? What happens when a politician gives information to

a journalist?

In response to these variations, the dynamic relationship between journalists and sources is in a state of insta-
bility. Through argument of key literature, this paper provides an outline of the nature of the reporter-source
association in the age of mass media. Additionally, examines the impact of the growth of digital media on
journalist-source relations, followed by critical reflections on the changing nature of this crucial relationship

and impending directions for research.

Literature review and Conceptual framework

Politicians and journalists have very different functions in society. They have special missions and professional
social interests. McNair (2011) claims that the journalist’s role in a democratic society is fulfilled by the report-
er’s faithfulness to the professional principles of neutrality in covering the facts of public affairs. The role of the

journalist in the political process and the process itself should be separate.

Journalists should play their role as professionals and perform objectively to present a clear journalistic dis-
tance from the bias or opinions expressed in political debate. That said, however, political developments,
policies, parliament and the government are now in a new era and have to be reported, covered, analyzed and

commented upon by the media channels.

Davis (2009) stipulates that politicians have a message to articulate and transfer to the people, one which
should be transmitted as unambiguously as possible. Nowadays, in many developed systems, political report-

ing has become almost as organised as of the political institutional themselves. For instance, in Westminster,
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the White House and on Capitol Hill, reporters have on-site offices, attend social functions with politicians,

and enjoy structured access to information.

Both sides are trying hard to achieve certain aims for their audience. Nevertheless, it seems impossible to reach
that goal without securing a mechanism which allows them to work together without interfering in other’s

affairs.

Journalists aim principally to attract the attention of their audience through media messages such as news and
entertainment. Similarly, politicians try to influence members of society members to approve the particular
views of their parties or factions to achieve their political aims. Each side needs the other to offer the access it

requires to realise its principles.

Blumer and Gurevitch (1995) state that for the media the political arena is the prospective source of many
news stories. This source is vital for reporters, while for politicians’ journalists provide publicity and give them
a platform to speak to people. Thus, the development of this mutually dependent relationship can benefit
both sides. “The central issue in the relationship between media and political institutions revolves around the
media’s relative degree of autonomy and to what extent and by what means this is allowed to be constrained’

(Blumer and Gurevitch, 1995:12).

Journalists and Politicians; Symmetrical relationships

In the new political communications sphere the relationship between journalists and politicians contains both
cooperation and conflict; they can behave as both friends and foes. Randall (2011) suggests that while recently
political institutions have found a new way to treat the media there have been many complaints from journal-

ists about the iniquities of news management and spin doctors.

Political bodies have also started to utilise press spokespeople who are more sophisticated then before. Randall
also emphasises the need for journalists to have good relations with their sources: Journalism is quite a lot like
real life. From this flows the devastating truth that if you want sources to help you, then being friendly, honest

and treating them fairly works a lot better than bullying’ (2011:64).

McNair (2001) strongly denies that this type of relationship affects the media’s function in a democratic soci-
ety. He explains that the one of the media’s roles is to make public politicians themselves and political institu-

tions generally.

This role is exemplified perfectly by the performance of the US media during the Watergate episode and more
recently by The Guardian’s coverage of the cash-for-questions scandal. Alan Rusbridger stated that “A free
press is important to ensure free speech. It is a love-hate relationship between us, but politicians and the media
need to be honest and not indulge in spin to interest people in politics’ (Guardian, 2021). Thus, this type of
relationship between journalists and their political sources is calls the Symmetrical relationships. The Sym-

metrical relationships are those in which partners’ behaviours parallel one another (Watzwalick et al. 1967).

The fact that the behaviour of individuals in symmetrical relationships is identical implies neither health nor
dysfunction in the relationship. This imply on this type of relationship between journalists and politicians as

they take benefits from each other through exchanging information and publicity in this a symmetrical rela-
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tionship.

The media’s role in a democratic system allows for a partnership in the political arena. However, the balance
of the correlation depends on how they control or assume an interest in their own and each other’s resources.
According to Aula (1989), politicians have recently seemed to assume that journalism has a powerful and
robust impact on the public, so they can transmit their views in the context of media messages. “They can for
example control their public image, control the amount and quality of the information they provide to the
media, attract the public’s attention by “media tricks” or directly criticize the media’s actions’ (Aula, 1989:16-

23, cited in valt.helsinki.fi, 2021).

Within the framework of mutual dependence between these two players, there is also scope for divergent
thought and behaviour. Negrine and Stanyer conclude that they have characterized both sides as being shel-
tered in a complex set of communications, and that, ‘though mutually beneficial, disputes are certainly role-re-
lated, and therefore abiding, sources of conflict, ones that continually arise because they are part and parcel of

the system of interacting role partners whose purposes to some extent diverge’(2007:50).

In that case, each side relies on the other in the relationship, and neither wholly dominates. As Strombéack and
Nord (2006:149) claim, journalists and politicians alike hail from at least partly autonomous institutions that

command distinct and unique resources.

Sometimes that can lead to conflict between them in terms of controlling news and its capacity to impact on
how the media covers different events. Also, Davis (2007) points out that the news media and its reporters can
perform a crucial social role in which they are alternative feasible resources through which agreement can be

reached on issues and policy clarification.

Although the relationship between journalists and politicians involves some conflict and separation in the new
political communications sphere, Voltmer and Dobreva (2009) claim that the most significant aspect of this
relationship is one of professionalism, which relates to how they perform their role and an assessment of their

personality, motive and morals.

However, Blumer and Gurevitch (1995) claim that despite the different professional and social functions of
journalists and politicians, now civic conflicts between them are fairly common. This depiction shows politi-
cians as initiators and journalists as accusers. Politicians are unhappy with the media’s power in society and

journalists say they play an essential role as the “essence of freedom of expression” (1995:17).

News Sources and Journalist Interaction

Adam Boulton (2003), the political editor of Sky News, believes that problems originate from both sides; tab-
loid values belong neither in Downing Street nor broadcasting. However, politicians and their staft will use
whatever means they have to defend themselves in a tight corner. ‘So, we do need a robust, confident media.
We ought to try to re-establish a viable working relationship. The government ought to be willing to be held

to account by the media as a matter of right, not of favour and spin’ (Guardian, 2021).

This power struggle is one of the aspects of the interdependence between politicians and journalists. It can

affect the nature of relationship whether it is friendly or combative. According to Campbell (2021), journalists

AR%



=

‘@p ol S09iitliSul § (oiliandyoS (550
and newspaper owners are involved in the political arena and act as a political player as well as its audience,
using news media either to encourage their own interests (as often happens in the Murdoch and Desmond
papers’ coverage of issues related to their broadcast interests, for example) or to promote their own political

agenda.

As indicated above, the media has the power to influence people’s opinions and, to some extent, their political
conduct. Consequently, it is natural that politicians want to communicate with journalists in order to take

some control over the content of the news, but also, they often fear journalists.

According to the David Runciman (Guardian, 2021) “politicians’ envy and fear journalism; it’s what makes
their relationship with editors and proprietors so different from their relationship with, say, the BBC, which
has much more power to influence the views of its audience’ He likens a newspaper to an army where orders
get obeyed, which is why politicians prefer to make connect with senior correspondents, and editors to chief

constables. It allows them a sense of control.

Despite benefits for both sides from a friendly relationship, conflicts, mistrust and violation of unwritten rules
are common and frequently harm the other side. That is because of the different functions and roles both sides

possess. Journalists look to gather news and information and criticise politicians when they make mistakes.

On the other hand, politicians need journalists to approach their audience and acquire publicity. Thus, it is
often almost impossible to find balance and continue the relationship. Hawkins (BBC, 2021) claims, ‘There is
an irony here. Talk of cosiness between politicians and journalists raises eyebrows among some at Westmin-
ster. Those MPs who are regularly mocked and attacked by the papers feel their relationship with the press is

anything but warm’.

Therefore, for journalists to maintain close relationships with political sources can be one of the most prob-
lematic issues in the political process. A majority of journalists, as Davis (2009) affirms, feel that they need
to make close contact with their political sources in order to gain “off-the-record” or behind the scenes in-
formation. Just under half spoke of the need to establish themselves within their own occupation by gaining

impressive contacts, which that could lead to ‘scoops.

Thus, journalists should be aware of potential difficulties of such close contact with their news sources, as
Blumer & Gurevitch (1995) explain. While reporters can regard the convenience of this contact as an even
swap between information and publicity, others articulate concerns about the relationship’s effect on the qual-
ity of the journalism and on the possibility of bias, and feel that becoming too close could lead to a decline in

the reliability of journalism.

Sheila Gunn (Guardian, 2003) wrote that ‘Politics needs to be less secretive. There is nothing wrong with peo-
ple like Dr Kelly speaking to journalists. But I hate seeing so many sources not being attributed: it looks very
suspicious. Campbell decides what to leak and to whom: journalists have to ask, why is this source giving me

the story?’

In addition, the close relationship could threaten journalistic reliability because when journalists become too
close to politicians maybe they cannot reprimand them when they are wrong or involved in scandal or cor-
ruption cases. However, if journalists stay far away from politicians that could affect their work, as it may be

that the politicians will boycott them and refuse to give out important information.
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Loewenstein (Antony Loewenstein, 2021) points out how the WikiLeaks documents challenged the entire
corrupted relationship between media and political elites. Julian Assange was a stranger and did not attend
exclusive and secret meetings where the furthering of US foreign policy goals was being discussed. He wanted
to disrupt the dynamic. Many in the media hated not being leaked the information themselves and felt posses-
sive of their closeness to governmental officials. Others had an aversion to a lone-wolf like Assange, someone

extraordinarily tech-savvy, who threatened their positions.

However, the relationship has changed recently. Davis (2009:207) claims that many journalists accept being
associated with politicians at higher levels who are usually closed off to the media, such as in several southern
European states, and in other regions different media foundations are seen as institutionally and economically

engineered.

However, in many rising democracies such as Mexico and Russia, ‘patron-based’” or ‘client list’ interaction
between journalists and sources is regular, and it is an obvious situation in Anglo-American politics. Runci-
man points out that politicians will not be released from this interaction. Newspapers characterize the type of
influence that politicians have to recognize, appreciate and admire. However much they might criticize it, for
now, ‘the relationship between politicians and the press is more like two drowning men, clinging to each other

for support’ (Guardian, 2021).

Research Questions

Based on the aim of the research, three research questions were formulated:
RQ1: What are the nature relationship between journalists and politicians?
RQ2: How journalists and politicians relationship affect reporter’s career?

RQ3: How and why journalists must stay objective in news coverage?

Politician-Journalist Relations: research design and methodology

Based on paper’s research questions; the study consists of assessment of reporters responds in Iraqi Kurdistan
Region in which personal (in-depth) semi structured interviews were conducted with journalists and report-
ers. Different approaches were used including face-to-face meetings, phone calls and posting open questions

via e-mails and social media platforms.

The different type of media organisations such as TV, digital media and Radio included in this study were cho-
sen according to structural factors such as municipal size, municipal organisation, affiliated to political parties,
ownership. The study design is based on a concept of “symmetrical’, meaning that the study contains both in-

terviews about routine contacts between reporters and news source/politicians and how they help each other.

Respondents were chosen according to several principles aimed at including a comprehensive mix of age,
gender, media outlets and professional variables. The sample consisted of older journalists as well as younger

and well-educated journalists and general reporter’s male and female as well as from different type of media
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organisations including partisan media, independent and private sectors media.

The purpose was both to simplify assessment and to achieve a check on their statements. To avoid expected
“norm alters”—i.e. when respondents answer according to their professional norms rather than their “real”
views—special efforts were made to ensure considerable trustworthiness in the interview situation as a precon-

dition for frankness in the participants’ answers.

In terms of the interviews the sample consisted of 22 journalists based on snowball method as this research
required as and qualitative study. Regarding interviewees demographic background most of journalists are
middle aged between 25 to 35 years old as they have at least 3 years’ experience. In term of genders 17 of them
are male and 5 of them are female. The interviews lasted between 15 and 30 minutes. Interviewees were asked
several questions relating the nature of journalist-politician’s relationships in Kurdistan Region and how they

manage their relationships with news-sources. Interviews were conducted in 2022 between May and June.

This has also enabled the use of another selection technique, namely initially to interview respondents that
the author knows well in order to create the best possible interview guidelines and thereby be able to obtain
the deepest possible understanding of the responses of the remaining interview subjects. The interviews were
quite open. There were infrequently any problems in getting respondents to reveal internal thoughts or tactics
(Young, JC, 2018). In only one case was there cause to suspect that an interviewee was providing misleading
information—a politician was trying to project a very press- minded style, while journalists and other sources
described him as just the opposite. Only two intended interviews were cancelled. In this instance, the politi-
cian in question failed to show up on the grounds that he reviled journalists. This was not surprising in light
of the fact that they had criticised him harshly for arbitrary rule, nepotism and censorship. The second level

of empiricism consists of an examination of

Many interviewees from the general interview series also featured in these case studies While some research-
ers advocate direct observation as a method of studying relationships (see, for example, Broom et al., 1997),
observation alone runs the risk of locking onto only those characteristics that manifest themselves, such as
pseudo-behaviours among actors and limited openness to the researcher by one actor in the presence of an-
other. In terms of journalist-politician contact, this seems highly likely to occur, which is why interviews have

been selected as the main method, though with various control instruments.

Findings

The first research question inspects the nature relationship between journalists and politicians. To investigate
this, we will first use the question “Generally speaking, what are the nature relationship between journalists
and politicians in Iraqi Kurdistan Region?”. This question does not specify exactly what ‘influence’ or ‘politics’
refers to. that as both and political and news journalists would perceive the media to have great influence over

politics.

As the result shows that most of the interviewee claims that the relationship between journalists and politi-
cians in Kurdistan region is not a professional relationship as they exist in developing countries. In developed
democratic systems journalists play a significant role as the foremost players in the political communications

arena. Their words have a considerable influence on the public’s view of politics. Political decision makers are
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also influenced by journalists. Journalism and its characters play an important role in spreading awareness
and uncovering the hidden features of politics, limiting its presence by sharing content through existing media
outlets. Nonetheless as most interviewee states that the media system in Kurdistan region have been politized
and divided into some parts as follow: the partisan media belongs directly to political parties, Shadow media
that supported by political parties or politicians and using them for serve their agenda and policy, as well as
some private sector media runs by some journalists that supported by companies and get some fund from

international organisation. In this regard one interviewee said:

The relationship between journalists and politicians here in Kurdistan region are very =~ complicated and
not normal and does not follows professional standards. Some politicians use some reporters and journalist as

their client or his spokesperson to get publicity and its personal interests.
(participant 3)

This problematic relationship between journalists and politicians have created unclear view about the journal-
isim work environment. Hence journalists face several challenges in order to perform their job professionally.
Some participants go far from this as they claim that politicians use some journalists as their employee against

their rivals inside and outside their political parties.

Just like authoritarian regimes in third world, including Arab ones, realize that the media is no less
important than field armies, so political parties are keen to dominate them. Despite suffering from severe fi-
nancial crisis, they spend money on them, and this is clearly shown in the majority of this countries including

Kurdistan and Iragq.
(participant 1)

As many participants claims in Kurdistan region most of journalists and politicians mixed up their role in
society. They do not play their role as they are in developed countries. For instance, in democratic countries,
the relationship between the politician and the media has stabilized. Each part has been convinced of the role
they play in serving their society in public sphere. The status of the media in developed countries is no less

than that of the politician. In this context, one participant said:

Many politicians are keen to win the favour of journalists and media professionals to benefit from their plat-
forms in marketing their policies and agenda, while at the same time avoiding their criticisms that may end or
disrupt their political carrier and lives. There is a chaos in Kurdish media landscape most politicians use media

to target their rivals and other groups.

(participant 6)

This comment states that there is no healthy relationship between journalists and politicians in Kurdistan
region of Iraq as shows that the politicians who run the political parties and the country are still of high stand-
ing. The media professionals, including those who work in patrician media outlets, are keen to win the favour
of politicians in order to avoid their evils, or to gain their satisfaction and enjoy in-kind and moral privileges

that are not available to others.

Conversely, in democratic countries the media can overthrow a political leader or an entire party from power

Yoo



=

. el GopaiaaliSil 3 ilinagS
when he publishes private information about him (the Watergate scandal as a model) and in totalitarian coun-
tries the politician with power can manage the media system. Completely via his mobile phone, which is what

is happening in many of our countries as one of the participants claims that.

(Participant 8) argues that, like many distortions in our environment and in the Third World in general, the
“distorted” relationship between the media and the politicians seems to be the relationship that allows the
transformation of the media into a politician in one hand, and the transformation of the politician into a
media person without knowledge of the rules of the profession on the other hand, so that distortion occurs in
both, without being able to create a distinctive political or media class that competes with its counterpart in

well-developed and democratic countries. As one of the participants said:

The last decades turmoil in Kurdistan and conflicts between political parties following the Arab Spring came
to reinforce this distortion from where they did not intend, as the lights of freedom seduced many politicians
with media work, and the atmosphere of political competitiveness seduced many media professionals with

political work, and it can be said that this is normal in an unstable political and media environment.
(Participant 11)

As above comment suggests both politicians and journalists must play their own role in the society and do not
invade in each other’s matter. Originally, the politician is the source for the media, but the weakness of many
politicians here or even their absence from the scene pushes many media professionals to fill that vacuum
by virtue of their political visions or network of relationships they have made during their journalism work,
and some of these media professionals used their stardom in screens to pass them popularly in the electoral

entitlements in recent years.

In that situation some journalists go far to play their role as a journalist, but also play activist role or political
roles as well. In the last decade Some of the journalists and Anchors supported by political parties and won
parliament seats in both Kurdistan and Iraqi parliament. In contrary some journalists claiming that the nature
relationship between journalists and their political sources in Kurdistan region is in higher and professional
level. Politicians provides reporters with new and detailed information when they needed. One participant

said:

We are in very good relationship with politicians, they treat as very professionally when we call them to
obtain information about issues. But some journalists misuse the information for some reasons, hence they
make this relationship complicated for others. As a journalist we need to be more professional in order to

rebuild the ruined image about source-journalist relations.
(Participant 14)

This comment states that there are a division between journalists in Kurdistan region regarding the relation-
ship with politicians or their news sources. According to the media organisations and its ownership as most of

the media outlets in Kurdistan region owned either directly and indirectly by political parties.

This is one of the manifestations of the political media distortion in the largest third-world countries including

Iraq and Kurdistan region is the existence of the so-called partisan media and press, a formula allowed by the
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state in the early nineties.

Each party had the right to publish one or more newspapers, TV stations, radio, web media, and these partisan
media were a relative breakthrough at that time when the Kurdish citizen had only partisan newspapers and
state television as well, a journalistic formula unparalleled in developed countries, as there is no one in Britain
For example, a newspaper or channel for the Conservative Party or the Labour Party, which applies to the
Republican and Democratic parties in the United States, and other parties in other countries, there are even

newspapers and channels that are described as close to this or that party.

A skilled journalist is supposed to extract secrets and information from politicians to convey to the
general public of the main consumer of that news, the task of the journalist is to enlighten society and provide
it with information so that he can monitor the performance of his politicians and leaders, and so that he can

form objective views on the facts and current events.

(Participant 17

According to the above comment the minority of journalists in Kurdish party media have maintained their po-
litical independence, i.e. they have not joined the membership of those parties, the phenomenon has produced
a class of political journalists, i.e. those who combine the two journalistic and political qualities, which allowed

many of them to occupy leading positions in those parties and run on their lists for parliamentary elections.

When private newspapers owned by joint stock companies appeared in Kurdistan two decades ago, they
created greater political and media openness, and the journalists working in them seemed closer to the ideal
case of the journalist who performs his professional role and does not aspire to a political position, but these
newspapers and the subsequent private channels were very active after the emergence of first opposition par-
ty in Kurdistan region in 2009, media played a key political role in mobilizing against. Newspapers and TV
channels are as if they were the heads of political parties leading the street movement in its demonstrations

and sit-ins starting in 2011 following the Arab springs.

The majority of participants agreed that the distinction between the work of the politician and the work of
the media is a necessity for the development of Kurdish society in general, where each of them will be forced
to exercise his role with high professionalism, satisfied with this role, keen to develop his skills in it, and if it
is true that this is the general rule in this matter, it does not mean at all to deprive any journalist who wishes
to practice political work in accordance with the rules of the game, nor does it prevent any politician from
switching to media work according to the rules of the profession, so that in the end the rules of “workmanship”

become the ruling in the Every field

Furthermore, the research has tended to focus on this level of relationship, although research findings on the
media has generated parallel results and is almost common in its judgement that the journalists and media
generally supports political and governmental institutions and politicians themselves. Most journalists high-
light that the press was in line with the municipal leadership and that politicians take benefits from media as

they used the media to exercise their activity and services to society.

The strong relationship between journalists and politicians sometimes affect the news objectivity as

reporters avoid to release some information about some politicians due to their friendship. I know some
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journalists in very strong relationship with some politicians. He publishes information and news that support
his friends against their rivals even within same political party. On the contrary they provide close journalists

with fresh information and news.

(Participant 18)

Exploring the above statement, we can conclude that the normal relationship is judged mutually according to
a number of morally oriented factors such as trust, respect for each other’s roles and being treated impartially.
Journalists appreciate the accessibility of reliable sources for their news story and daily news coverage, as well
as their openness and media-logical adjustments. On the other hands, Politicians appreciate primarily what
they perceive as being treated properly in the news media. The both groups seek mainly in a close relationship
in terms of how often they meet, how easily they can get in touch with each other and how personally they can

talk to each other and keep the distance between them.

The abnormal relationship between some journalists and politicians has affected both party’s and the
media landscape where some media outlets and its journalists are in some form of organic relationship with
specific political parties either in funding or ideology that led them to seriously biased toward some cases in

their coverage. (Participant 21)

Another participant says that Since most media outlets in Kurdistan region are financed by politicians
or parties directly or indirectly as they exist in so-called shadow media it makes sense that journalists utilized
by politicians and media owners in order to publish what they want not what he or she think that serve the

society.
(Participant 23)

This comments states that there is a bias in news media in Kurdistan region according to some factors such as
the ownership, policy, political affiliation. This factor can turn media organisations into a platform for political
popularity and propaganda machine instead of the media’s original duty to play its watchdog role on govern-

ment’s wrongdoing.

Journalists can then find themselves beholden to politicians and parties that seek political interest. According
to well-known journalistic standards, close interaction with news sources is considered nonprofessional and
it is unacceptable. The journalist and media are supposed to stand free, keep distance in relation to politicians

and independently monitor government and other organisations in society as well as cover the occurrences.

This sovereign role as a watchdog is a crucial element of the media’s function as fourth estate that will support
democracy as well. Nevertheless, the normal or rationale—namely that democracy possibly benefits from this
common interest and interplay relationship between that two parties. The healthy, professional cooperation
between politicians and reporters is essential for society and life sustaining not only for them both but also for

the democracy in general. When this healthy relationship falls ill, so does democracy” (Merritt, 1997, p. 52).

The close interaction the news coverage process must be based on professional standards and people’s needs.
This interplay between the media and source including politicians can be seen as beneficial for development

and democracy, provided it serves the needs of public. This relationship can also provide the preconditions for
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accurate information and news as one of the main tasks of the media and for good public information about

what happening around.
Conclusion

In the view of this paper, in developed democratic systems journalists play a significant role as the foremost
players in the political communications arena. Their words have a considerable influence on the public’s view
of politics. In some cases, Political decision makers are also influenced by journalists from specific media or-
ganisations. Currently the media can impact on the ideological and governmental power that political institu-
tions possess. The relationship between politicians and journalists is at the heart of political coverage because

both sides are important to society due to their distinct professional functions.

It should be possible for both sides to arrange a symbiotic relationship, perhaps by being pragmatic, as, in
conventional democratic states, for an institutionalised relationship to work, both sides have to cooperate to
achieve their respective aims. Politicians use the relationship to get their publicity and attempt to make use
of journalists as sources of information. Journalists acquire enough information through that relationship to
be able to inform the people and act as an extension of the news media’s fourth estate function in this society.
Their influence, gained through that relationship, on politics and the public may be as beneficial as it is det-
rimental. New insights into the exchange between journalists and politicians in democratic circumstances are

needed.

Overall, the relationship between the two sides must respect the public interest and erase the worry that
journalism might lose its integrity and independence. A balance relation should be seen in any cooperation
between them, and closeness to politicians should never affect news content or reduce the amount of critical

journalism.

In contrast, politicians have to understand the media’s position in the political communications sphere by re-
garding journalists as partners in democracy, not as enemies. They must not rely on strategies of basic political
pressure, such as intervening in the function of journalism through such forms of misbehaviour as threats and

punishments.
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Abstract

Nowadays, language performance is likely to be the most predominant factor on which assessment primari-
ly focuses for estimating students’ success. Hancock (1994) concludes that assessment is a continuous strategy
and interactive process by which both teachers and students collaborate to monitor student learning and make
decisions about their performances. Due to the difficulties highlighted in Ismael 2017 and 2018 respectively,
there was a limited implementation of performance assessments in the English departments of Kurdistan Re-
gion universities. This current study, therefore, looked into some viable solutions to the contextual difficulties
of implementing performance assessments in terms of practice and technicality in the English departments of
Kurdistan Region universities from the perspectives of university EFL teachers. Following performance assess-
ment practices, as this study generally revealed, is tremendously beneficial for the processes of teaching, learn-
ing, and assessment of English language but it is not effortless for both teachers and students with the latter
bearing a considerable portion of the burden. This study arrived at some feasible solutions and procedures to
follow and to cope with these difficulties based on the analyses of the lengthy discussions of the interviews and
the focus group interview. According to the findings, the difficulties of implementing performance assessments
can be significantly minimized by decreasing the number of students to 25 per class, allocating equal marks
for performance assessments and main traditional tests, holding seminars for students to inform them about
the types of assessments and tests they are expected to complete, providing training courses for teachers on
conducting performance assessments, stating objectives and mentioning outcomes in the curriculum about
those assessments, and most significantly reforming the assessment system as a whole gradually by piloting per-
formance assessments. The major implications of this study could be informing senior administrators in the
English departments that the implementation of performance assessments in their departments is insufficient,
and that their assessment system requires significant reforms and improvements in several aspects in order to
obtain an up-to-date language assessment system, which could subsequently improve university EFL students’

learning of English.
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1. Introduction

In assessment, there is a strong emphasis on performance, such as in the case of language assessment, where lan-
guage performance is likely a crucial and decisive element on which assessment primarily focuses. The research-
ers’ definitions and explanations of assessment have made this evident. Hancock (1994) stated that assessment is
typically an ongoing strategy that not only monitors student learning but also involves students as well in deci-
sions about the extent to which their performances match their abilities and their potential. Assessment as a con-
tinuous process has some effective functions nowadays such as setting appropriate criteria and high standards for
learning quality, explaining and publishing expectations, systematically collecting evidence and then analyzing
and interpreting it to determine how well performances meet expectations and standards. It also accomplishes
understanding and improving student learning and using the information collected to document, explain, and
improve their learning in general and their performances in particular (Dinesh, nd). This demonstrates that all
assessment functions are ultimately aimed at enhancing student performance. Because of such emphasis on the
performances of students, performance assessment was developed in order to require students to accomplish ap-
proximately real-life authentic tasks that can be assessed by qualified assessors (Brown and Hudson, 1998, cited
in Tran, 2012). Brown and Hudson (1998) also classified performance assessment practices under their broad
category of constructed response assessments. Constructing responses requires performance from the side of
learners, and their performances possibly entails a variety of other sorts of assessment techniques demonstrating

and emphasizing the essentiality of student performance in teaching, learning, and assessment.

Assessment practices can have considerable advantages but they can also have drawbacks, disadvantages, difficul-
ties, or various issues in some circumstances. According to Wolf et al. (2008), Ata¢ (2012), Earl and Katz (2006),
Arter (2001), Ghahremani (2013), Ross (2005), Dunn and Mulvenon (2009), assessment generally enhances stu-
dents’ learning. However, as mentioned in Brown and Hudson (1998), Bruton (1999), Tsagari (2004), Law and
Eckes (2007), Baker (2010), Wach (2012), and Yu (2013), there are undoubtedly some difficulties of conducting
performance assessment practices and other assessments, which might hinder their successful implementation,
and, as a result, I believe they are unable to adequately promote students’ learning. In the context of Kurdistan
Region universities, there were some shortcomings and difficulties of following performance assessments (Is-
mael, 2017 and 2018 respectively). For this reason, the current study investigated certain solutions for those
assessment difficulties. The teacher participants’ opinions and beliefs expressed in their interviews of this study
allowed me to contextualize the difficulties and then some solutions came up after data analysis. To further re-
flect on the solutions and make decisions about them, I discussed them with the participants again in the focus

group interview.

Exploring performance assessment difficulties while taking into account all of the factors involved and develop-
ing educational solutions to them through the cognitions of the participants of this research was quite justifiable.
That was because, based on my extensive literature search and to the best of my knowledge, there were numerous
empirical studies on performance assessment practices concerning a variety of aspects in various contexts. How-
ever, there were relatively few studies concerning the teachers’ cognitions about the difficulties of implementing
these assessments. Additionally, the urgency of this study stems from the fact that in the context of Kurdistan
Region universities, there were a few studies about assessment (Ismael, 2016, Salih & Chagmagqchee, 2021, &
Ahmad, 2022), a few explored assessment difficulties partially (Ismael, 2017, Ismael 2018, & Mahmood, 2022),

while almost none investigated the solutions for those difficulties.

YA



=

©, bl i $0gaislS 34 iliaygS 5oLl

>

2. Conceptualization of performance assessment

Generally speaking, in second language assessment, performance assessment is frequently related to the perfor-
mance of a particular set of situated functions. That is why second language performance assessment is typically
implemented in languages for specific purposes programs (Bailey, 1998). McMillan (2001, cited in Grabin, 2009)
defines performance assessment as “one in which the teacher observes and makes a judgment about the student’s
demonstration of a skill or competency in creating a product, constructing a response, or making a presenta-
tion” (p. 196). Similarly, as it is presented in Brown (2004), performance assessment practices are productive
and observable skills like content-valid writing and speaking tasks. Such observable skills as performances usu-
ally accompany a sort of authenticity, that is, real world tasks that learners have had sufficient time to develop
(Brown, 2004). As such, performance assessments can be characterized by the proximity to the actual language
use, which is based on activities with authentic communicative functions, that is, real performance in authentic
contexts (Hamayan, 1995). Authentic generally means that the nature of the task and its context are relevant and
represent aspects of real life (Chirimbu, 2013). That is why, the paramount concerns in designing performance
assessment practices are in order to establish the authenticity of the stimulus material and the task posed to
students (Bailey, 1998).

In language testing and educational measurement, performance assessment tasks typically demand students to
utilize language to process topical content, engaging both their content knowledge and language proficiency
(Bachman, 2002). That is why performance assessment practices are assumed to transform educational assess-
ments into useful educational experiences serving to motivate, inspire, and direct learning since students are
required to show their understanding (Messick, 1994: 17 as cited in Grabin, 2009). The explanations of Bachman
and Messick demonstrated the substantial educational benefit of performance assessment practices. Therefore,
there are essentially two vital aspects that teachers should be aware of, comprehend, and be able to employ. First,
teachers should be aware of the distinctions between performance assessments and other types of assessments.
Second, they must be familiar with and capable of using a variety of performance-based assessments in their

classrooms to inform instruction (Thibeault et al., 2010).

What also displays the effectiveness of performance assessment is its characteristics. According to O’malley
and Valdez Pierce (1996, cited in Brown, 2004), in performance assessment, “1. Students make a constructed
response, 2. They engage in higher-order thinking, with open-ended tasks, 3. Tasks are meaningful, engaging,
and authentic, 4. Tasks call for the integration of language skills, and 5. Both process and product are assessed” y
hich and learning on etimes (p. 255). The efficacy of education and the significant characteristics of performance
assessment are both part of a broader educational reform movement, in which there are strong objections to the
use of standardized testing as the only assessment measures of learners’ competencies. The argument is that stan-
dardized testing cannot elicit actual performance of test-takers (Brown, 2004); that is why it has to be urgently

incorporated with performance assessments for achieving a comprehensive assessment of students.

3. Theoretical Background of Performance Assessment

As can be seen from the preceding section’s conceptualization of performance assessment, it focuses on learners’
actual performance, which is authentic performance in real or close to real simulated contexts. The effectiveness
of creating simulated contexts is that if there is no opportunity for students to use English language with native
speakers (real situation), the class can be immersed in imagined or simulated experiences of real situations (Al-

len, 2009). Additionally, SLA theory emphasizes the learner’s participation in social activities such as talking in
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the classroom or having out-of-class conversations (Hall et al., 2015). Without a doubt, such performances are
concurrently monitored and assessed by teachers, who then provide feedback to students in order for them to

improve future performances.

Giving feedback to learners during their performances is a type of social interaction that is closely linked to the
process of mediation in the framework of socio-cultural approach’s Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD). In
the course of performance assessment, teachers provide predetermined or spontaneous mediation and assistance
to students to support their performances (May and Hornberger, 2008). SLA researchers have therefore concen-
trated on students’ language growth in ZPD adhering to Vygotsky’s concept of individuals’ accomplishing more
when they work in collaboration with others versus accomplishing less when they work without collaboration
(Zuengler and Miller, 2006). In Vygotskian socio-cultural approach, knowing what learners can do at present
and what they can do in the future is critical and tremendously essential. Following this, a teacher can possibly
find out both students’ actual and potential abilities by focusing on the learner’s ZPD (Shrestha and Coffin,
2012). Vygotsky (1978 cited in Shrestha and Coffin, 2012) defines ZPD as “the distance between the actual
development level as determined by independent problem solving and the level of potential development as

determined through problem solving under adult guidance or in collaboration with more capable peers” (p. 86).

In language education, the emergence of socio-cultural approaches has influenced applied linguistics to find a
new direction. Consequently, the socio-cultural dynamic views on the nature of language shifted scholars’ per-
spectives on competence from static to interactive and dynamic (Alemi and Daftarifard, 2010). The epistemolog-
ical viewpoint of the socio-cultural turn defines learning as a dynamic social activity that takes place in physical
and social situations, and diffused across people, tools, and activities of skills or knowledge from the outside
world (Johnson, 2006). Thus, internalized higher mental functions, according to Vygotsky (1962, as stated in
Behrooznia, 2014) have necessarily passed through external social stages in their development. Humans perform
cognitively unique when they engage in a variety of activities and when they are mediated by capable people
around them (Behrooznia, 2014). Furthermore, socio-cultural perspectives on language and learning consider

language use in real-world situations as crucial to learning (Zuengler and Miller, 2006).

Because English as a second language entails social practices - committing to the indispensability of the macro
socio-cultural context of learning - the dialogical interconnection between individuals, society, and the learning
contexts should be emphasised in classrooms (Ajayi, 2008). As a result, the dialogical interconnection of negoti-
ation and meaning formation bridges the gap between the inter-psychological or social level and the intra-psy-
chological or individual level (Behrooznia, 2014). Thus, from socio-cultural perspective, language arises through
social and cultural activity and is only afterwards reconstructed as an individual and psychological phenome-
non (Shrestha and Coffin, 2012). To account for praxis, socio-cultural theory concludes that second language
learning must take place in the context of macro-social and institutional structures of everyday practices. That
includes those language theories that are grounded in contextual practices and those informed by theory, as well
as teaching practices foregrounding cultural and social realities of miscellaneous language uses and language

communities (Ajayi, 2008).

4. Problem and Rationale of the Study

The investigation of reasonable solutions for the difficulties of conducting performance assessments from the
perspectives of university EFL teachers is perhaps one of the profound issues of teaching English in the context

of Kurdistan Region universities, which could make this study significant. Understanding how performance
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assessment practices are implemented in various EFL contexts necessitates different empirical studies in order
to explore the advantages and difficulties of those assessments in practice. This is because teachers’ assessment
practices in university ESL/EFL contexts are diverse both within and across contexts (Cheng et al., 2004), among
them performance assessment practices are challenging as they are relatively new (Atac, 2012). More studies are
usually required in a specific context on how assessments can be developed and how all stakeholders are engaged
in the process (Lopez and Bernal, 2009 as cited in Mosquera & Castillo, 2019). In the context of the Kurdistan
Region universities, some of the difficulties of performance assessments were discovered by Ismael (2017) and
(2018) respectively. Since assessment is an integral part of education (Coombe et al., 2012), if these difficulties

are not addressed, they would be detrimental for education in general, including teaching and learning English.

The four research questions of this study are concerned with some solutions to the difficulties of conducting
performance assessment practices in the Kurdistan Region, which covers the practice, technical, motivational,
curriculum, and training solution propositions. For obtaining answers, this study relies on teachers’ perceptions
and beliefs about performance assessments based on their observations and understanding of their students.
This is because teachers’ beliefs have a significant influence on shaping their classroom practices (Wang, 2011).
Teachers™ cognitions are also immensely important as they are one of the most influential personnel in educa-
tional systems since they constitute the front line of teaching and learning, and are heavily involved in a variety
of these two educational processes (Jia, 2004). These research questions would be justifiable and pedagogically
significant due to the urgency of this research which is embedded in attempting to resolve the difficulties of
implementing performance assessment practices. If the research recommendations of this study are followed up,
it would be effective in developing not only those assessments but also the teaching, learning, and assessment of
English language subsequently. The goals of this current study are therefore, first, to investigate the difficulties
of conducting performance assessments in literature and empirical studies; second, to reveal and propose some

solutions to those difficulties based on the perspectives of university EFL teachers.

According to my extensive review in the literature of assessment, there are relatively fewer empirical studies on
teachers’ cognitions about performance assessment and much fewer in the Kurdistan Region only Ismael (2017),
Ismael (2018), & Mahmood (2022). This further justifies the cognition-related research questions of this study.
Finding answers to these questions as proposed solutions would be effective in conducting performance assess-

ments more adequately, which actually provides the basic rationale for this study.

The following are the four research questions of this study:
1. Are there any technical solutions to the difficulties of implementing performance assessment practices?
2. Can motivational strategies overcome the difficulties of implementing performance assessments?

3. Would teacher training and informing students be effective factors in solving the difficulties of implementing

performance assessment practices?

4. Can curriculum modification develop performance assessments and reform assessment systems by piloting

those same assessment practices?

5. Methodology

This study adopted interpretivism as its research methodology. Generally, interpretivism aims to obtain “cultur-
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ally derived and historically situated interpretations of the social life-world” (Crotty, 1998, p. 67). Interpretivism
emerged in opposition to positivism in attempts to approach human and social reality differently (Crotty 1998).
Subjectivity, according to interpretivists, is one of the key features that distinguishes humans from inanimate
objects because things give different meanings to different people affected by their feelings, thoughts, beliefs
(Wilson 2009), gender, culture, and context, rather than adherence to an objective reality (Pine 2009).

Concerning methods, this research employs interviews and a focus group interview following the recently
emerging qualitative techniques and methods used by interpretivists such as accounts, personal constructs, ques-
tionnaires (Cohen et al. 2007), fieldwork, notes and transcripts of conversations, interviews (Wellington 2000),
observations, review of documents, and focus groups (Ary et al. 2006). Among these, interview and focus group
interview are two of the most successful ways that allow a complete engagement with participants for exploring

their cognitions, which is the fundamental concern of interpretivism and the core issue in this research.

5.1 Data Collection

This study conducted interviews and a focus group interview with 16 teacher participants and administrators:
12 teachers and 4 administrators, 7 having PhDs and 9 having MAs in three university English departments in
the Kurdistan Region. Throughout the interviews, the teacher participants’ discussions about the difficulties of
following performance assessments allowed me to contextualize the difficulties of those assessments and propose
solutions to them. To further reflect on the solutions and finalize making decisions about them, I reviewed the
solutions with the participants again in the focus group interview as an attempt to minimize the difficulties of
conducting these assessment practices in the future. Discussing educational difficulties and problems and find-
ing solutions to them with teachers is quite normal educationally because teachers are continuously challenged
with various problems they are required to solve. The three elements of problem solving are “finding the prob-
lem, finding a solution, and testing the solution” (Johnson, 2008, p. 37). Identifying the problems regarding the
difficulties of implementing performance assessments was by Ismael 2017 and 2018 respectively in the context
of the English departments of the Kurdistan Region universities, finding solutions is the focus of this present
study, and testing the solutions would be the duty of a broad and in-depth action research that I recommend

conducting soon.

5.2 Data Analysis

First, I processed the collected data to be ready for analysis by transcribing the interviews and the focus group
interview, and stored the written transcripts in various files and folders. Then, I used NVIVO in coding the
transcripts thoroughly by segmenting the data into essential analytical components (Grabin, 2009), and then
labelling them in the coding process with words and short phrases (Saldafa, 2012). After that I categorised and
thematised all the codes. Following conceptualization and categorization, I organized sub-categories, categories,
and themes to reach the findings concerning the research questions of this study. For organizing the sub-catego-
ries, categories, and themes, I took benefit from the 15 steps of Anderson for thematic content analysis of inter-
views and other research methods (Anderson, 2007). Also, generally, I followed Kvale’s seven steps of interview
research, which includes designing, interviewing, transcribing, analysing, thematising, verifying, and reporting

(Knox & Burkard, 2009).

6. Findings and Discussions
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The following six findings are the outcome of the analyses of the collected data from the sixteen interviews and
the focus group interview in which the solutions to the difficulties of performance assessment practices are
finalized and decided on. According to the findings, the difficulties of implementing performance assessments
can be significantly minimized by six solutions that comprise the main findings of this study, each presented in
a subsection. The 1st subsection is about decreasing the number of students to 25 per class; the 2nd one focus-
es on allocating equal marks for performance assessments and main traditional tests; the 3rd is about holding
seminars for students to inform them about the types of assessments and tests they are expected to complete;
the 4th subsection is on providing training courses for teachers on conducting performance assessments; the 5th
one is about stating clear objectives and mentioning clear outcomes in the curriculum about those assessments;
and the 6th subsection is about reforming the assessment system as a whole gradually by piloting performance

assessments.

6.1 Decreasing the number of students to 25 per class

In the focus group interview, the majority of participants (11 of 16) believed that decreasing the number of
students to 25 per class would be an effective solution by which they could do numerous teaching, learning,
and assessment practices including performance assessments. This is because small classes would be more man-
ageable than large ones and “it helps the teachers to do all kinds of assessments in the class” (Delan). Some of
the participants eagerly anticipated: “20 to 25 students will be an ideal class” (Dashne). Gasha considered it as
“a good idea, radical change, 25 is better manageable”. The class size and class duration are major variables in
the failure of performance assessment practices because each student’s initiatives are difficult to organize and
assess (Bruton, 1999, Tsagari, 2004). This solution could be pedagogically quite reasonable because performance
assessment is a development-oriented process that demonstrates students’ current abilities in order to assist them
in overcoming performance problems and to realizing their potential (Lantolf and Thorne, 2006). The process
of mediation in the socio-cultural ZPD allows teachers to collaborate on any assessment practice more closely
with students that enable teachers to move students to the next levels of their ZPDs (Shrestha and Coffin, 2012).
Such mediation process can be adequately accomplished with 25 students in a class because mediation should be

completed with each student individually that requires longer time.

In order to reduce the number of students in each class to 25, more qualified teachers are required, as well as
better-equipped classrooms. Currently, each stage at the English departments have around 90 students, often
divided into two groups of about 45 students. Therefore, we must divide the 90 students into 4 groups to create
classrooms that hold nearly 25 students. Most participants (9 of 16) thought that decreasing the number of stu-
dents to 25 is not easy at present as they believed in the unaffordability of providing more qualified teachers and
equipped classrooms in the current state of economic crisis. This is despite the fact that these issues are major
barriers to the effective implementation of performance assessment practices. Those nine participants agreed
with me that one practical solution for this shortcoming could be that teachers and students should stay longer
at university in a few days. This would allow them to use the equipped classrooms for more sessions until the end

of the day as Nali totally agreed: “We can divide the time and the subjects more accurately in a day, why not”

Also for resolving the difficulties of conducting performance assessments in large classes, Nali suggested that
some types of performance assessment practices that would be appropriate in classrooms with high numbers
of students could be applied by teachers. Adding to this, I highlighted the use of technology in large classes for
implementing performance assessments, and all the focus group participants agreed with us. This is because
computers can virtually replace humans in raising students’ consciousness (Shabani, 2012) by administering
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computer-based assessments (Poehner and Lantolf, 2013), thereby wikis and email exchanges as forms of teacher
mediation are provided (Shrestha and Coffin, 2012). Even from the Vygotskian socio-cultural perspective, hu-
man activities such as higher mental functions can be mediated by objects such as computers and psychological
tools like texts or another person (Kozulin, 2003, Wertsch, 2007 as cited in Shrestha and Coffin, 2012). Computer
mediation is effective in promoting knowledge internalization, which also increases students’ potential growth
(Teo, 2012).

6.2 Providing equal marks for performance assessment practices and traditional tests

Mediation is an interaction between teachers and students that allows for the provision of developmental support
for students as well as closer collaboration between teachers and students on assessment assignments by which
teachers can move forward to the next ZPD level of their students (Shrestha and Coffin, 2012). Such media-
tion-based cooperation facilitates a valid and accurate assessment of students’ performances; hence, it requires
significantly more marks for scoring them according to specific criteria. Currently, performance assessments
have little value in the assessment system of the English departments of the Kurdistan Region universities where
the majority of marks are assigned for traditional tests (between 80-90% of the marks), perpetuating the focus
on knowledge rather than English proficiency and performance (Ismael, 2017). If performance assessment prac-
tices carry higher scores, students will be more motivated to complete them, which will advance their English

language learning as well.

Most of the teacher participants (11 of 16) preferred to assign 50% of the marks for performance assessment
practices, arguing that if the students are given 50% of the marks for these continuous assessments, they cannot
afford to ignore them. As a result, they could be compelled to complete them in some way along with other tests,
as Akam stated: “They can have both a test, a presentation, prepare short reports, etc. So, we need to re-divide the
marks” The participants’ agreement in allocating %50 of the marks to performance assessments is in accordance
with Atac’s (2012) conclusion that it will be pedagogically useful to attach more significance to performance as-
sessment practices in the curriculum and educational programs of language teaching. Additionally, the teachers
who took part in the study of Troudi et al. (2009) acknowledged the value of traditional testing while also em-
phasizing the effectiveness of classroom-based performance assessments; they also stressed that students should

benefit from various assessment practices.

Regarding assigning more marks to performance assessments and implementing them more frequently than
before, some participants (6 out of 16) expressed some skepticism about this solution. These participants pre-
ferred assigning 50% of the marks to performance assessments but only under the condition that teachers should
assess students objectively. They believed that performance assessments must be conducted along with teacher
monitoring and supervision. That is why for the performance assessment to be successful, they urged inviting
some scholars, experts, academics, and professionals in order to train teachers to mark performance assessment
practices objectively according to specific criteria. The teachers’ scepticism about teachers’ subjectivity was peda-
gogically justified and the requirement for teacher training programs as well as seminars for students is inevitable

for following such assessments (see the next two sections).

6.3 Pre-course seminars for EFL university students about assessment practices

Because of the necessity of following performance assessment practices, and because the load is primarily on

students to accomplish during the implementation of those assessments, they need some seminars before the
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start of the courses about what they are expected to do when they join the English departments. Due to the in-
fluence of socio-cultural theories of learning on these assessments, which make them more performance-based
and require students to use their knowledge and skills in their performances, teachers also have a heavy burden
during the implementation of performance assessment practices. This is because teachers should observe and
provide feedback during each performance that demonstrates a student’s current abilities in order to assist them
overcome performance barriers as well as to realize their potential in the framework of ZPD (Lantolf & Thorne,
2006: 79 as cited in Shrestha and Coftin, 2012). Therefore, it is necessary to inform teachers and students in ad-

vance about those assessments and train them on how to do them.

Concerning providing seminars to EFL students before the start of their studies in the English departments,
most participants (10 of 16) supported the idea of holding seminars for students to inform them about what
kinds of assessments and tests they should take. In this regard, Aram said: “It is very good at the beginning of
the year to have seminars for two days for the students to tell them exactly this is the way that we will assess you.”
“They have to know what is assessment, what is testing, and what are the kinds of assessments (Dalia). Actually,
it is imperative to inform all students (especially those in minority communities) about the most recent advance-

ments in assessment (Baker, 2010).

Performance assessment is a development-oriented process (Shrestha and Coffin, 2012), in which students are
objected to complete an amount of work they were supposed to accomplish (Bahous, 2008), which is not effort-
less for them and they always need personal supervision and clear guidelines; hence the need to inform them
about their duties beforehand. Because of such heavy students’ responsibilities, sometimes they might be resistant
to performance assessments. That is why Nali believed that, “it is necessary to give knowledge to students about
the importance of such assessments, and let them know that it is for their own good because students always
complain on the amount of homework that you give them?” Those nine participants agreed with this idea, which
also goes with Kohonen (1997 as cited in Tsagari, 2004), who stated that certain students, who are accustomed

to traditional language assessment, they may quite likely oppose those new performance assessment practices.

6.4 Training courses for teachers on the implementation of performance assessment
practices

As performance assessment is a development-oriented process, which involves in socio-cultural ZPD and me-
diation, which are integral to such kind of assessment (Shrestha and Coffin, 2012). This shows complexity
and multi-functionality of performance assessment that necessitates providing training courses for teachers in
order to help them learn how to implement these assessments with their students adequately and successfully.
Professional education and training are fundamental for any profession. This is confirmed by Borg (2003) who
concludes that, by professional development through education, new information and experiences encourage
teachers to reflect upon and restructure their ideas in a progressive and non-linear ways. Training courses and
programs are crucial, for example in Boston, where high-quality teacher training programs are offered in the
USA, it was demonstrated how those programs could have a powerful impact on students’ results (Bugas et al.,
2012). This is basically for the benefit of students as research shows that when educators learn, students learn
more (Richards, 2009). In contrast, fewer opportunities of professional development for teachers would demo-

tivate them (Zafar Khan, 2011:118).

Concerning professional development by training courses, almost all interviewees (13 of 16) acknowledged

their need for workshops, training sessions, or other opportunities to learn about various methods of assess-
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ment. They deeply sensed their need for teacher training as critical in their particular context. Therefore, they
recommended that teachers receive intensive training and practice, if not those participants do not encourage
any reform in assessment through implementing performance assessments. As Nali put it: “We need a lot of
exercises, workshops, practices, and we need assistants, supervisors, etc. if not, I don’t recommend any change”
Supporting this, Mewan insisted on intensive training courses; Nawroz also supported them and explained their
current situation saying that: “We depend only on our experiences.” Gashben sensed the seriousness of the inad-
equate conduction of performance assessment practices and its consequences on teaching and learning; hence,
agreed with them strongly stating that “it is a serious weakness. Teachers are not competent enough to practice
these. The department should hold training courses for them.” The teachers’ perceptions of their situation were
pedagogically quite right. This is because according to Ismael (2017), only 8% of the teacher participants of the
English departments of the Kurdistan Region universities had attended English language assessment courses,
while 92% had not. In the context of this study, teacher training courses are considerably more necessary than
in some other countries, where roughly 25% of teachers did not receive any training (Evans, 2007). Additionally,
despite having more opportunities for training courses, 50% of teachers surveyed by Evans (2007) reported that

they want further professional development programs.

The demand of the participants of this study is similar to the general situation of teachers who may have strong
willingness to develop their professionality (Warrior, 2002), especially TESOL teachers who believe that edu-
cational institutions need to comply further with professional development for them (Sun, 2010). However, in
spite of the support for assessment education, the number of assessment courses continues to be few, and little
is known about the crucial subjects covered in pre-service assessment courses that provide teachers with the
requisite assessment literacy (DeLuca and Klinger, 2010). Overall, the overwhelming need for teachers and stu-
dents to get knowledge and receive training on how to conduct performance assessments, evidently, indicates a
number of difficulties of these assessments that can be addressed by training. Teachers, in particular, need such
professional development more urgently as they have the leading role in supervising students while they com-

plete those assessments.

6.5 Objectives and guidelines in the curriculum about implementing performance as-

sessments

Inevitably, any curriculum includes an explanation of assessment practices for assessing students in any subject.
Designing a curriculum starts with planning the syllabus, then methodology, after that assessment of learning
outcomes (Richards, 2013). Because implementing performance assessment practices is not part of the current
curriculum of the English departments, Nali stated: “There will be a lot of students’ complaints about it.” That
is why “students should be administered in an organized and strict way” (Ashti). Some participants (7 of 16)
supported that if there are no clear objectives and rules in the curriculum of the English departments for fol-
lowing performance assessments, teachers and students might not follow them adequately as required. They
admitted that, so far, there are no clear objectives, rules, and guidelines for conducting performance assessments
in their curriculum, as Nali said: “Right now, the problem is that not even the teacher, the department itself does
not have a clear objective. We do not have any guidelines about performance assessment.” Therefore, because
“performance assessment is very important, for applying them, there should be strict rules and regulations to
prevent any teacher ignoring them. We also need some instructions and also some constant monitoring by the
administrators” (Gasha). Gasha demanded that performance assessment should be part of the curriculum of

the English departments including rules, regulations, rubrics, guidelines, and monitoring on how to implement

AN



=

X el GopaiaaliSil 3 ilinagS
them. After Gasha’s explanation, almost all teachers in the focus group interview said something or nodded in
agreement with the idea. This is in line with Atac’s (2012) conclusion that it will be pedagogically useful to attach

more significance to performance assessment in the curriculum.

A few teachers such as Ashti, Dashti, and Naze believed that the minister of higher education had the power to
enact such changes. Naze has even doubted the success of providing some rules and guidelines for conducting
performance assessments since “a department has been working on certain established procedures since 80s
or 90s and will not change them so easily” (Naze). These teachers believed that the whole system should be
reformed. The participants agreed with Nali who said: “This system is not successful; we should change it. We

should have a rigorous plan for that”

A big part of any curriculum is devoted to the methods of assessment and testing. The participants are therefore
pedagogically right in asking to have assessment guidelines in the curriculum of their English departments,
which is part of the success of teaching and learning English. Incorporating assessment issues in a curriculum is
inevitable because a curriculum is not only a list of subjects and lists of main facts and skills, i.e. the input, but
also it is a map of how to achieve the outputs of desired performances of students. To this end, curriculum sug-
gests appropriate learning activities and assessment practices in order to enable students to achieve the desired

results (Wiggins and McTighe, 2006 as cited in Richards, 2013).

6.6 The responsibility of the administration to reform the assessment system of English
departments

As has been clarified in the sections above, the impact of performance assessment on teaching and learning that
eventually promotes students’ learning, could be under the influence of socio-cultural theory, which has greatly
influenced the teaching profession (Lantolf & Thorne, 2006 as cited in Shrestha and Coffin, 2012). Socio-cul-
tural theory advocates learning and second language acquisition like semiotic processes, where participation in
socially mediated activities is fundamental (Turuk, 2008). It considers instruction vital to second language de-
velopment and must be adapted to ZPD, which is beyond the learners” actual development level. The theory also
believes that, in a second language context, learning must be a collaborative achievement rather than an isolated

individual’s effort, in which students work is unassisted and unmediated (Turuk, 2008).

The extent of sociocultural theory’s influence on performance assessment, subsequently on teaching and learning
second languages, undoubtedly necessitates the adoption of such assessment practices in the English depart-
ments of the Kurdistan Region universities. Adopting performance assessment needs some basic reforms in the
English departments, particularly the assessment system. In this regard, many participants of this study (11 out
of 16) strongly supported the idea of making some reforms in the English departments to facilitate introducing
performance assessments as they truly understood and anticipated the implications of such assessments on
teaching and learning English. They also called on the senior department administrators, deans, and presidents
of universities in the Kurdistan Region to change the assessment system of their English departments to include

performance assessments. The reasons behind the teachers’ demand for change is briefly explained by Nali:

“The solution is that the department should take some steps to change the current situation. I am not developed;
my students are lazy. I have some shortcomings because there are some issues that I do not know about them.

So, students, teachers, and administrators are responsible for this backwardness.”
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Nali

Mewan concurred saying: “In order to have a very good evaluation system to evaluate the students in a perfect
way, we have to depend on the strategies and principles of performance assessment’, clearly stating that “we are
in need of a sort of change in our assessment system in order to make the students’ outcomes better” These 11
participants firmly backed the reforms and agreed with them regarding the flaws and the needed reforms, espe-

cially Gashben, who stated that

“I am for a change in the system; performance assessment should be better integrated into our assessment sys-
tem, influencing the teaching process and learning process. I think that they can produce better effects and better

results. The marks given to performance assessment do not exceed 10 marks; so, now it is actually restrictive”

The participants’ demand for performance assessments is pedagogically justifiable because the timed one-shot
written exams could test only limited forms of competence. Although teachers can predict what aspects of com-
petence should be assessed. This can be one of the primary driving forces underlying the shift in interest toward
performance assessments (Resnick and Resnick 1992 as cited in Scott, 2001) that can assess valued performances
directly rather than utilizing proxies such as multiple-choices (Scott, 2001). As a result, recently, a more dynamic
role of assessment is assumed, by which teaching and assessment inform each other in the teaching and learning

processes at every stage (Richards, 2013).

Those 11 participants explained the shortcomings and supported the reforms, while the remaining five partici-
pants did not express opposition to the idea of reforming the assessment system. Some of them actually nodded
their heads in accord, and you could see agreement and eagerness in their facial expressions. The beliefs of these
participants were in line with numerous studies on language assessment which revealed that the reforms in the
assessment system could have a positive influence on the teaching methods and techniques as well as the learning
activities that ultimately increase students’ learning (Wolf et al., 2008, Atag, 2012, Earl and Katz, 2006, Arter,
2001, Ghahremani, 2013, Ross, 2005, Dunn and Mulvenon, 2009, and Black and Wiliam, 1998). The participants
can also be pedagogically appreciated as they have a thorough awareness and understanding of their circum-
stances and their drawbacks in assessing their students. They also support reforms, which clearly demonstrates

their readiness and eagerness for professional development as professionals in TESOL.

7. Conclusions

It is generally concluded that following performance assessment practices is tremendously beneficial for the pro-
cesses of teaching, learning, and assessment of English language but it is challenging for both teachers and stu-
dents alike. This is because students are expected to use their knowledge and skills in their performances, which
place a significant burden on them, and teachers should observe them and give them feedback continuously.
Performance assessment is a process that is integrated into socio-cultural ZPD and mediation because it depends
on students’ performances and teachers’ feedback to help them improve those performances; hence, it needs a
special attention. However, due to some shortcomings and difficulties, there was a limited implementation of
performance assessment practices in the English departments of the Kurdistan Region universities. As a solution
to that limited implementation, this study realized some interrelated workable solutions that can possibly address

the difficulties of implementing performance assessments in the context of this study.

One effective solutions could be decreasing the number of students to 25 per class by which TESOL teachers
can do a variety of teaching, learning, and assessment practices including performance assessments. The study
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also realized that reducing the number of students to 25 requires more qualified teachers and more equipped
classrooms, which were unaffordable to provide in the current economic crisis. However, staying longer at uni-
versity to use the available equipped classrooms by the current qualified teachers for additional sessions could
be a viable solution. The research also came to the conclusion that another solution was the provision of equal
marks for performance assessment practices and traditional tests, i.e., a balance between the value given to both
methodologies of assessment under the condition that teachers should assess their students objectively. Holding
seminars for EFL students prior to the commencement of their studies in the English departments was another
proposed solution to inform them about what kinds of assessments and tests they should take in order to prevent
students’ resistance to them. Since almost all participants acknowledged their need for workshops and training
courses on assessment, promoting professional development through training courses on assessment would be
another beneficial solution. If not, as teachers sensed, no reform can benefit. Because the guidelines on how to
implement performance assessments were not included in the curricula of the English departments; therefore,
one solution was to have objectives and rules in the curriculum for following such assessments. This study also
concluded that adopting performance assessment needs several fundamental reforms in the English departments
of the Kurdistan Region universities, particularly the assessment system. It would be easier to implement changes
by piloting performance assessment practices gradually, which would also facilitate the introducing of those as-

sessments and could be an effective way towards better strategies of teaching and learning English.

7.1 Implications

The conclusions of this study as proposed solutions for enhancing the use of performance assessment practices
such as establishing 25 student classes, utilizing equipped classrooms throughout the day, giving more value
to performance assessments, providing training courses for teachers and seminars for students about expected
assessments, including them in the curriculum, and reforming the assessment system, could have effective im-
plications for teaching, learning, and assessment processes in the English departments. Those solutions would
encourage the senior administrators to reconsider the assessment system of their departments and implement
some procedures. If the departments do not commit to these solutions, this would most likely impede a success-
ful implementation of performance assessment, which will consequently have an impact on the extent of success
of English language teaching and learning. The changes recommended by this study could also influence the
teaching staff and EFL students to rethink and reform their assessment processes, and subsequently reform their

teaching and learning of English.

7.2 Recommendations

According to the findings and conclusions of this study, the following points are recommended for the English
department policy makers, senior administrators, teachers, and students including the ministry of higher ed-
ucation and scientific research of the Kurdistan Regional Government. The recommendations are for a more

successful, effective, and valid assessment, as well as more influential teaching and learning of English language:
1. Making plans for creating smaller classes of 20-30 students.

2. Utilizing the currently equipped classrooms throughout the day according to a new timetable and equipping

additional classrooms in the future.

3. Giving more value to performance assessment practices by allocating more marks for them in a new assess-
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ment system.

4. Providing training courses for teachers and holding seminars for students on performance assessments in

order to inform them about those assessments and prepare them in advance.

5. Revising and reforming the curriculum of the English departments in order to include the goals of perfor-

mance assessments as well as guidelines on how to implement them.

6. Reforming the assessment system of the English departments by piloting performance assessment practices

gradually.

Committing to these recommendations will facilitate the reforming of the systems of teaching, learning, and

assessment of English language in the English departments.

7.3 Suggestions for Future Research

According to my extensive research in literature and to the best of my knowledge, research on performance as-
sessments in the English departments of the Kurdistan Region universities is limited. Therefore, it is critical for
TESOL researchers in the English departments to undertake many studies about these assessments in various
aspects. As a researcher, I discovered that the following gaps of research on performance assessments are urgently

necessary to be investigated currently:

1. More research is needed to determine how to contextually reconcile these assessments with the nature and

characteristics of EFL students in the Kurdistan Region.

2. Research is required to determine the specific difficulties that EFL students may encounter while doing per-

formance assessments.

3. More research is necessary about how to make performance assessment an extensive and integral part of cur-

riculum occurring along with the teaching and learning processes of English language.

4. Numerous studies on how to use certain technological devices are required in order to facilitate the imple-

mentation of performance assessments.
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Introduction to the Journal

The Kurdistani Journal of Strategic Studies for Humanitarian Studies is a quarterly journal published in the
Kurdish, Arabic, Persian and English languages, concerned with publishing the most important research and
strategic studies in various fields of human sciences of originality, importance, effectiveness and influence in
subspecialties, while being keen to adhere to deadlines, facilitate scientific communication, and valuable topics
and its high outstanding results; It keeps pace with current developments, and provides everything that meets

the aspirations of researchers in terms of scientific analyzes and interpretations inside and outside the region.

The journal has main objectives, the first: pioneering strategic research in Kurdistan, creating vast areas of
scientific analysis of interest to academics and researchers in human studies, and supporting the public and
private sectors in scientific research, as well as providing them with scientific knowledge, academic debate,
enlightening thought, and constructive criticism, in all the favorable opportunities, in all fields of the human
sciences, in politics, economics, management, sociology, psychology, media, women’s rights, violence and ter-

rorism, civil society, philosophy, history, geography, democracy, human rights, and others.

The second: Ensuring that knowledge is disseminated, and that the results of research and studies reach the

opinion of the general readers in the Kurdish and Arabic languages wherever they are in this world, in a mod-
Y10
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ern way based on achieving what the scientific and research centers aspire to, a new in science, culture and

civilized knowledge.

The journal accepts unreported and researched papers that have not been previously published in journals,

publications and other websites, taking into account the conditions and regulations adopted by the KISSR.

The Kurdistan Journal of Strategic Studies is licensed by the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific
Research in the Kurdistan Region, and recognized as a refereed academic scientific journal, according to the
approval letter numbered (6497 on 8/9/2020) issued by the Directorate of Scientific Affairs / Department of

Research and Development in the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research /Kurdistan Region.

First: Instructions for writing, presenting and publishing:

The article is submitted through the Kurdistan Institute for Strategic Studies and Scientific Research (KISSR)
website, and the researcher must observe the conditions and instructions contained on the website in writing

and submitting the article by electronic download, as follows:
1- The number of article pages should not exceed (25) twenty-five (A4)
pages.

2- The article includes:

- Search title.

- Name of the researcher or researchers, (scientific department, college,
university, country), and e-mail (email).

- Article Summary.

- Key words.

- Article content.

- Results and conclusion of the article

- Summary of the article and key words in two languages other than the article language at the end of the

article, before the sources and references
-Sources and references.

3- Article Writing Template:

(1

A- The title of the article is at the top of the first page and in the middle in size (18 bold), volume (16) bold for

subheadings, volume (14) for the body, and volume (10) for sources, annotations and explanations.

Y
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B- The name of the researcher or researchers (scientific department, college, university, country and electronic
address) should be written in size (?) Under the main title (after leaving a 1 cm space) on the right side for

article in Arabic, and on the left side for article in English.

C- Unikurd Goran and Unikurd Jino are used for article in the Kurdish and Persian languages, for headings
and subheadings.

D- For Arabic-language article, the font (Ali-A-Alwand) is used for the body, and the line (Ali-A-Samik) for

the main and subheadings.

E- For article and abstracts in English, the font (Times New Roman) for the body;, size (16 bold) for the main
title, size (14) for the subheadings, volume (12) for the body, and volume (10) for the sources and margins.

F- The space between the paragraphs in the text is (1 cm).

G- Leave a gap (2 cm) on the four sides of each page.

(2) Following the Harvard system for writing sources and references, and
references to them within the text.

(3) Writing a summary of the article within (250) two hundred and fifty words in one paragraph only, before
the text, then leaving a space after it with a space of (1 cm) for the keywords, and the keywords consist of (5-7)

single words.

(4) The article is presented in two different modes: in the first, the name of the author or authors and (scientific
department, college, university, country, and e-address) are deleted when uploading the article to the electron-
ic system, in order for the review process to run in secret, to maintain fair review. Away from favoritism and

personal whims.

(5) After conducting the review of the article by the reviewers, and the result was acceptance of the article
conditional on an amendment and correction, then the editorial board electronically re-searches the author
via his e-mail (personal e-mail), and he has the notes and demands that the reviewer wrote, and he asks the
author to correct the errors And satisfy the reviewer’s requests for clarification and amendment, then re-search
the journal electronically after making the necessary amendments and corrections in order for the article to

acquire the degree of acceptance by the reviewer.

(6) Upon completion of the review of the article by the reviewers, the journal committee shall judge the overall
results of the review (arbitration) as either the rejection or acceptance, and at that time the author is informed

of the acceptance or rejection of the article.

(7) When submitting the article via (electronic download on the journal’s website), publishing costs amounting
to (250) two hundred and fifty thousand dinars must be paid, according to the instructions of the Ministry of
Finance for the Kurdistan Region, issue () in (/ / 2020), and the article does not take its course in evaluation

process without it.

(8) Submission is made electronically, via the journal’s website, following the necessary stages for that.

yiv
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Two: Article review
The review process takes place in three stages:
The first stage: Initial (Preliminary) review:

The article is review by the journal’s management body in a preliminary (preliminary) assessment, to find out

the availability of the necessary conditions that qualify it for review; and it will be as follows:
- review of the article language, and it may be sent to the competent

linguist if necessary.
- Checking the writing style used in the journal.

Matching the general content of the article to the publishing instructions and the strategy of the Kurdistan
Institute for Strategic Studies and Scientific Research (KISSR).

- When there is a deficiency or defect in the article, the article may be returned to the au-

thor in order to reform or organize it, or a final rejection may be rejected for its unfit for review.

- - All articles goes through a process (plagiarism checker), and to achieve this, the author
takes an electronic editorial undertaking in which he/she bears the validity of the article content

and the information it contains.
The second stage: (scientific review)

After the article passes the preliminary review stage, the article is sent to two (two) reviewers from specialized
academics, where the article is reviewed accurately, and when the article is rejected by one of them, the article

is sent to a third reviewer, because the article is only accepted with the acceptance of two reviewers.

The third stage: (Approval of the evaluation)
The reviewer chooses one of three options:
1- Rejection: The complete and final rejection of the article.

2- Conditional Acceptance: It is accepted under the condition of reviewing the amendment, repair, and clari-
fication, so the article is returned to the author to make the necessary amendments and others. It then finally

submits to the reviewer himself for scrutiny and final judgment.

3- Accepting the article as it is: The article may be alerted to minor amendments by the journal body itself, and

the article is not subject to review and scrutiny.
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